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WHERE WE WORK

ÅCHNEP area encompasses 5,416 sq. 

miles (8 basins)

ÅPart of the US EPAôs National Estuary 

Program

ÅComprised of Local, state and federal 

govt. as well as NGOs from 10-county 

area of Central and Southwest Florida

ÅInland and coastal Communities incl. 

10 counties and 25 cities
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WHAT WE DO

The 5-year Strategic Plan for the Partnership region:

CHNEP is:

ÅPublic-private partnership 

ÅConsensus-based science

ÅNon-regulatory

ÅRegional Collaboration and Planning

ÅCitizen-supported
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MEETING GOALS
ÅVISION: An informed, engaged public making 

choices and taking actions that increase 
protection and restoration of estuaries and 
watersheds.

ÅOBJECTIVE: Translate water quality data 
collected by local programs into actions aimed 
at protection and restoration. 

ÅSTRATEGY: The CHNEP Water Atlas is a 
publicly accessible online tool providing 
regional water and habitat resources and 
information about the historical and current 
conditions of our watersheds and ecosystems.



Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife

CHNEP 
WATER ATLAS

Web-based resource center for:  

ÅScientists;

ÅLocal resource managers; 

ÅState agencies;

Å Interested community members; 

ÅDecision makers.

User-friendly, one-stop shop for 
water quality, flow, and habitat data 
featuring interactive maps, graphs 
and charts, and easy-to-understand 
explanations of environmental 
science. 



BREAKING OUT OF SILOS
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ÅThe Partnership covers several different 

management and research boundaries, 

including:

ü10 counties

ü2 Water Management Districts 

ü2 Regional Plannings Councils 

ü4 aquatic preserves

ÅCHNEP Water Atlas tools and data were 

operating in isolation on individual webpages

üWater Quality Dashboard

üSeagrass pages

üHabitat Restoration Needs

üClam and Oyster Habitat Suitability



BREAKING OUT OF SILOS
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TOOLS FOR MANAGEMENT PARTNERS
ÅCHIMMP report: ñCooperation is 

necessary among federal, state, 
and local governmental agencies 
and nonprofit groups to coordinate 
connectivity.ò

ÅWhat are metrics used by 
stakeholders to measure water 
quality and habitat health? 
(research scientists, agencies, local 
govts., NGOs)

ÅData needed to be organized in a 
way used by management 
agencies. WMDs, FDEP, FWC etc. 
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INTERACTIVE ESTUARIES & 
HABITAT REPORT CARD
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ÅBringing all data collected by partners in 
one place to give holistic management 
picture 

üWater Quality

üHydrology

üWildlife/Habitat

üClimate Stressors



Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife

WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT
The FL Dept. of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Water Quality 
Assessment Program establishes water quality standards and 
impairments on behalf of EPA. 

Water quality status and trends are essential to identify sources of 
pollutants, examine pollutant load limits, and evaluate effectiveness of 
management practices.

ÅFDEPôs Water Body Identification Number (aka 
WBID) is an assessment unit. Each WBID is 
intended to represent a waterbody or an area of 
homogenous water quality. 

ÅAnnual impaired waters assessments are done 
at the WBID level and needed management 
actions will be determined based on these 
assessment results. 



ORGANIZING DATA TO GUIDE 
MANAGEMENT
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ÅCHNEP Water Atlas waterbodies were 
reorganized to align with FDEP WBIDs. 
Management agency (FDEP) uses this 
scale to identify sources of pollutants, 
examine pollutant load limits, and 
evaluate effectiveness of management 
practices.

ÅUsers can access pages for individual 
waterbodies ï including lakes, ponds, 
bays, rivers, and streams to view 
associated water quality data and 
impairment status.  



WATERBODY PAGES
ÅWaterbody Pages presented with associated 

FDEP WBIDs and appropriate impairment criteria 
and explanation, WQ Dashboard dials, and all 
associated data in 4 interactive maps
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BASIN & WATERSHED PAGES

ÅWaterbody pages will 
link to Basin and 
Watershed pages 
Waterbodies. 

ÅThese pages align with 
how Management Plans 
from other agencies and 
partners aggregate data.

ÅEach Basin and 
Watershed age is 
presented with 
associated data in 4 
interactive mappers
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