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Dead, buried oysters
accumulate beneath
oyster reefs over time.
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Monitoring programs usually
only measure living oysters
(no historical data unless the
reef was sampled previously).

Also measuring dead, buried oysters
that lived on the reef in the past can
help retroactively fill in missing
historical data, revealing trends.
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Most living oyster size data from Florida were
collected after 2010, leaving historical data gaps.
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Radiocarbon dating suggested most of the dead
oysters lived between 1960 and 2015.
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We collected and
measured dead,
buried oyster shells
from 31 reefs at 11
localities around L2
Florida. ST

We found no long-term trends using the existing live oyster data
alone, but including the new dead shell sizes revealed four localities
where oysters are likely smaller today than they were in 1960. No
localities had long-term size increases over the past 65 years.
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* Qyster reef death assemblages are rich archives of oyster population history.
* |ntegrating measurements from dead shells and live oysters is achievable.
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