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Manatee River Oyster Habitat Restoration

Presented at OIMMP, May 10-11, 2022 Damon Moore, Restoration Ecologist
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• Who is doing this?

• What does this project consist of?

• How is this going to happen?

• When is this going to happen?

• Why?

Manatee River Oyster Habitat Restoration          

Presentation Overview
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• Manatee County, Board of County Commissioners

− Parks and Natural Resources Department – Charlie Hunsicker, Director

• Ecological and Marine Resource Division – Sherri Swanson, Division 

Manager

− Funding to date:

• $1.9 million via RESTORE Act Pot 3, State Expenditure Plan Project 18-1

• Currently under RESTORE Council Review

Who – Manatee County
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What – Largescale oyster habitat restoration
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What – Largescale oyster habitat restoration
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What – Largescale oyster habitat restoration
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How – Survey sites and generate plans
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How – Get input and approvals

FEDERALSTATE

COUNTY
CITY PUBLIC INPUT
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How – Construct
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How – Monitor
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When – 2022 through 20??
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Why – If you are here, you know why.
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Why – TBEP Habitat Master Plan 
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Why – History

1793 – Letter from Vicente Folch to “Most Excellent Senor Don Luis De Las 
Cabas
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Why – History

1837 – J.L. Williams Map
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Why – History

1876 to 1897 – A. Smeltz, oysters everywhere to oysters depleted
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Why – History

1876 – Savannah Morning News, Oyster trade with semi-weekly shipments out 
of Manatee
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Why – History

1897 – John Ruge, Great folly, Florida destroying natural wealth in every 
direction.
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Why – History

1900– Savannah Morning News, Manatee County gets called out.
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Why – History

Early 1900s– John Glazier, Manatee Avenue paved with live oysters…most 
odiferous street in the whole United States
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Why – History

Early 1931-1962 – Bradenton Dredging and Shell Company removes 650,000 
cubic yards of shell from Manatee River.
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Looking forward to 
big things in the 
next decade!

Thanks for listening.

Damon Moore 

Restoration Ecologist

dmoore@esassoc.com

941.567.8738

mailto:dmoore@esassoc.com

